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A survey of the Xue Zixian shiji: A comparison
of texts between versions

LYU Mengyu

After Zhang Boduan (f1.1075) of the Northern Song Dynasty wrote the Wuzhen
pian, various people wrote commentaries to it, and various annotated versions of
the work exist. The colophon of one of these, the Zivang zhenren Wuzhen pian
sanzhu, states that it contains commentary by Xue Daoguang B3 (1.1169) The
colophon of another annotated version, the Ziyang zhenren Wuzhenpian zhushu,
states that it contains commentary by Weng Baoguang %t (f.1173). For
whatever reason, there are many similarities between the commentary attributed
to Xue Daoguang in the Ziyang zhenren Wuzhen pian sanzhu, and the commentary
attributed to Weng Baoguang in the Zivang zhenren Wuzhen pian zhushu.

One theory offered as an explanation for the similarity between the two
commentaries is that someone appropriated Weng Baoguang’s commentary and
presented it falsely as the work of Xue Daoguang. This theory was first put forth
by Dai Qizong #ife5* (1271-?) of the Yuan Dynasty, and was based on evidence
that he saw in a text called the Xue Zixian shiji BESREHE . However, scholars
such as Zhu Yueli Z&#F1 have opposed this view by maintaining that an authentic
commentary by Xue Daoguang indeed exists, and as evidence for this have argued
that text entitled Wuzhen pian zhu shimo TEER 4K and included in the Sizhu
Wuzhen pian (yet another annotated version of the Wuzhen pian) was in fact a
preface that Xue Daoguang had written for his Wuzhen pian commentary.

This paper assesses the merits of the theory that Wuzhen pian zhu shimo is
Xue Daoguang’s preface. It compares the text of the Xwe Zixian shiji to that of
the Wuzhen pian zhu shimo and to seven additional cognate texts found in other
annotated versions of the Wuzhen pian. It pays particular attention to a text
entitled Daoguang chanshi zhu Wuzhen pian benmo &GN EHEE S A K, which
is contained in a Yuan Dynasty edition of the Wuzhen pian sanzhu held at the
library of the University Of California, Berkeley. An important conclusion reached
from this analysis is that none of these texts are Xue Daoguang’s preface to his
Wuzhen pian commentary.





