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The Rite of Sublimating of the Deceased and the Intellectuals
in Song Period

MATSUMOTO Koichi

The rite of sublimating of the deceased has been considered as the rite of
making the deceased immortal. This paper based on the incantations and secret
meditations which main Taoist priest make in the rite of sublimation described in
“Great Lingbao Method Of the Shangqing Heaven” by Jin Yunzhong chapter 37,
“Golden Book of Salvation according to the Lingbao Tradition” chapter 106, and
“Standardized Rituals of the Supreme Yellow Register Retreat” chapter 27, assert
that the purpose of the rite of sublimation in water is to purify the deceased from
stains and sins, sublimation in fire is to replace the Yin elements with Yang ones,
and the purpose of the sublimation of nine Heavens is to invite nine Breaths from
nine Heavens and rebirth the nine organs of the deceased and to invite organs’
gods and order them to protect the organs, the purpose of these rites of
sublimation is not to make the deceased immortal. After the rite of sublimation,
the deceased gets the documents which assure of his rebirth in the heaven but in
these documents don't mention that the deceased will be the immortal. Jin
Yunzhong in his comment for these documents even deny his rebirth in heaven.
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