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Phases of the Tian di ba yang shen zhou jing (FKH/ il L)
in Korea:
From the Chosén Dynasty to the Present

SATO Atsushi

In this paper, I examined phases of the Tian di ba yang shen zhou jing from
the Choson Dynasty to the present. I reached two conclusions.

The first was about its publication situation during the Choson Dynasty. It was
published as part of fifteen or sixteen sutra groups in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, but from the eighteenth century onward, it was
increasingly published alone. I hold that this reflects the emphasis placed on the
sutra after the eighteenth century.

The second conclusion was about the sutra's miraculous efficacy. The sutra
teaches that one can solve problems related to houses, directions, and so on by
reciting it. The “Preface,” which appears to have been added in Korea, emphasizes
the work of the eight divine generals. Also, in “The Secret Tradition of Ba yang
jing” sentences would be created that emphasize the efficacy of the sutra with
regard to wealth/nobility in this life and better rebirth in the next life. In modern
times, it also came to be looked to for exterminating ghosts and memorializing
the dead. And today, people speak of its miraculous efficacy when applying to
universities. In this way, I found that the changes in people’s aspirations that
accompany different eras are reflected in the miraculous effects the sutra is
understood to possess.





